362             THE LAST CHAPTER
I cannot tell of the depth of interest with which I have studied the manners and customs of the people, the various forms of their faith and practice, and the characteristics of their life in town and country I have had experiences which are practically impossible for any man outside of India: experiences sometimes of difficulty, sometimes of anxiety, and even distress, but almost always experiences such as ought to tend to elevate the mind, to strengthen the character, and to enlarge the belief in human nature. I have found among the people of India multitudes who have elicited my kindliest feelings, and who have shown the kindliest feeling towards myself, and I have found not a few whom I value as among the worthiest of my friends
I am very proud of India My imagination is enthralled by her lofty mountains, her mighty rivers, her historic cities, and her sacred groves. But I love still more the virgin forests and the primitive villages where my happiest days have been spent I am proud of her possibilities and of the great opportunities she gives of work and influence. I am proud of her people, whose patience in suffering and response to kindness have won my love: excitable they sometimes are, and too easily misled; but their instinct is the instinct of loyalty, and their gratitude is far more than for favours to come.
Not long after our arrival in Calcutta, my wife and I went to see the place where lies my old friend and chief, Sir John Wood-burn , and my wife took with her some flowers to lay on his grave We found the grave covered with beautiful flowers. I inquired who had placed them there. It was an Indian gentleman who still came, week after week, though it was more than a year since that kind heart had ceased to beat and that willing hand was powerless to help, to show his gratitude to one who had been his friend. This incident read me a lesson worth the learning. Courtesy, justice, and freedom from caprice are among the qualities that wm the love and gratitude of our Indian fellow-subjects.
He is a poor man who comes to India without a deep feeling